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BOUND VOLUMES OF THIS MAGAZINE. 

The attention of pastors, students, and others who may 
be interested is directed to the fact that, while they last, a 
number of bound volumes of The Converted Catholic pub- 
lished by the late Father O’Connor can be obtained for $1.25 
post free. Most, if not all, contain some of the letters to 
Cardinal Gibbons that were read with interest and admira- 
tion in virtually every country in the world. They also con- 
tain contributions by experts on the subjects upon which 
they wrote upon various Catholic doctrines and practices 
written in a spirit and style seldom met with now in religious 
controversy—in this country, at any rate. During all the 
years of Father O’Connor’s conduct of the magazine, so far 
as we know, not a single statement in it was ever challenged 
from any source. 


FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS. 


One of these volumes will be sent, post free, for FOUR 
NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


For Three New Subscriptions we will send, post free, a 
copy of WAS ST. PETER EVER IN ROME? by REV. 
MASON GALLAGHER. 

For ONE NEW SUBSCRIPTION we will send, post 
free, Five Back Numbers of The Converted Catholic or The 
Protestant Review (the name under which The Converted 
Catholic was published for two or three years). 


FORM OF BEQUEST 


I give, devise and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, New York, a 
corporation organized and existing under and pursuant to the Re- 
ligious Corporations Law of the State of New York, and now located 
at No. 331 West 57th Street, in the city, county and State of New York 


(Specify Here the Property) 


to be applied to the uses and purposes of tke said Mission, in such 
manner as the Board of Trustees thereof shall, in their discretion, 
determine. 
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THE WAY TO GOD. 


The Bible shows us the way to God. It teaches of the 
atonement made by Christ for our sins, and tells us that ii 
we will repent of our sins—abandon them altogether, as well 
as be sorry for them—confess them, and accept Christ as our 
personal Saviour because He shed His blood that we might 
be saved, our sins shall be forgiven, and that for His dear 
sake we shall be accepted as children of God, and joint-heirs 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. But we must forsake our sins. 
Many people seem to stop short at being sorry for them. 
Repentance is a change of mind, causing us to turn round, 
and not only forsake sin, but go forward in the new life. 
Repentance is as necessary for salvation as faith. Christ will 
save us from our sins, but not in them. One of the great 
evils of the Roman practice is that people can be members 
of the Church in good standing and yet continually do all 
sorts of wicked things, because the absolution of the priest 
suffices until the next transgression. 

James A. O’Connor. 


THE VATICAN AND AMERICAN “LIBERTIES.” 


The attention of our readers is directed to the citations 
from the Encyclical “Immortale Dei” of Pope Leo XIII, 
which clearly set forth the mental attitude of the Vatican to- 
ward American “free institutions,” as also directions to the 
Catholic people as to what they are to do in view of condi- 
tions that exist where American ideas as to liberty of con- 
science, liberty of the press, separation of Church and State 
prevail. The bearing of these declarations of Pope Leo XII! 
on the question of public education which is now so promin- 
ently before the public will be readily seen by any person who 
reads them carefully. The question will also naturally arise 
as to how teachers in public schools who have presumably 
been educated by persons who believed in the doctrines of 
Pope Leo XIII can be expected to properly instruct the chil- 
dren under their care in the principles of Americanism which 
all right-minded parents desire their children to learn. 
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“When thou art converted strengthen thy brethren.”—Luke 22: 32. 


Vol. XXXVIII. FEBRUARY, 1921. No. 2. 


A MESSAGE TO OUR FRIENDS. 


The Trustees of Christ’s Mission desire to express appre- 
ciation of the patience and constancy of the subscribers to our 
magazine and to our work in general. It was inevitable that 
during the four months’ absence of Dr. Morgan in Europe that 
attention to the letters that came should fall below the stan- 
dard. Almost immediately after his return Dr. Morgan offered 
his resignation and prepared to leave the Mission. In the 
transition stage some delays occurred that we very seriously 
regret. 

Now, however, we have accepted the kind offer of Mrs. 
O’Connor to act as correspondent, and all letters sent to the 
Mission will receive prompt attention. She will be at the 
Mission office on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday after- 
noons from two until five o’clock to welcome visitors and con- 
sult with them as to the interests of the Mission. She will be 
especially glad to correct any errors and straighten out any 
oversight that may have occurred. Our subscribers may feel 
free to write respecting any matter pertaining to the welfare 
of the Mission. 

Subscribers are invited to forward renewals early so as to 
relieve her of the necessity of sending expiration notices to 
those who have forgotten to do so. 

We bespeak for Christ’s Mission and its work that meas- 
ure of helpful interest that has proved so effectual in the past, 
and such assistance as its friends may give. The Sunday 
afternoon meetings will be addressed for a time by speakers 
from New York and vicinity and any friend with a message, 
who plans to spend a Sabbath in the city, will be welcomed to 
the platform if due notice is given. 
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The King of Denmark Visits the Vatican 

King Christian of Denmark, accompanied by Queen Alex- 
andria, was received at the Vatican on December 14, 1920, 
by Pope Benedict XV. This was the first time in about five 
centuries that a King of Denmark had entered the Vatican. 
Christian I. was the last to come to Rome. This was in 1474. 
When Christian X., his descendant, entered the Vatican the 
other day he was received with great pomp. 


Entrance Into Heaven “Earned” 

The Brooklyn Tablet of Nov. 1, 1914, said in an editorial: 

“The recompense for all the worries and the annoyances 
of a priest’s life is the ‘preparing’ for death of a soul that he 
knows will eventually reach Heaven. Many a priest will learn 
with astonishment on the Judgment Day that his own en- 
trance to eternal bliss was earned through the prayers of some 
soul that he had prepared to meet God. Priests have many 
trials and temptations to defection, but oh! the adventitious 
graces they obtain through the prayers of those to whom on 
their death-beds they have given passports to Heaven.” 


Launching a New Form of Effort 


The Board of Trustees of Christ’s Mission are contem- 
plating the publication of a series of tracts or booklets set- 
ting forth the simple truths of the Gospel of Christ, written 
specially to meet the needs of the Roman Catholic people. 
The first of these has already been printed as a leaflet, and, 
while they last, copies can be obtained on application from 
this office. Printing costs, however, are still high, and as a 
quantity, such as 20,000 or so, are required in order to be able 
to place the price within the reach of those of our friends 
who would like to distribute them where they would do the 
most good, it is necessary to proceed slowly at this time. If 
any of our subscribers feel inclined to contribute for this 
special object their gifts will be used solely for the purpose 
for which they are given. 


A Papal Delegate for Canada 


The New York “World,” January 2, 1921, says that the 
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Most Rev. Mgr. Pietro de Maria “has been assigned to serv- 
ice in Ottawa, with papers accrediting him to the Dominion 
Government.” The item adds: 

“It is not expected that he will seek diplomatic recogni- 
tion or will obtrude himself upon the politics of the Dominion. 
His functions are more likely to be similar to those of the 
various Apostolic Delegates who have come to this country 
at various times, where they have remained as quiet and 
interested spectators of affairs without seeking to take active 
part in them.” 

If the writer of this item really believes this last sen- 
tence, he must be extremely ignorant of the ways of the 
Vatican and its official agents abroad. 


Dr. Maurice F. Egan’s Wise Reminder 

At the commencement of the New York University, Dr. 
Maurice Francis Egan, former U. S. Minister to Denmark, 
and one of the most scholarly and distinguished Roman Catho- 
lic laymen in the country, made a speech, in the course of 


which he said: 

“When we remember that in every allied country the cup 
of bitterness has been drunk to the dregs and is being drunk 
still, let us be very tolerant in judging the nations which 
stood in the very jaws of extinction. We wonder why France 
frantically demands territory that she may protect herself in 
the future from that German phoenix which is eager to rise 
again. You and I may disagree as to whether Italy should 
have all the Dalmatian coast or possess Fiume, but we cannot 
set down as selfish the desire of any nation to be a first rate 
Power. The bravery of Belgium, the courage of France, the 
fortitude of England and the dauntlessness of Italy, united for 
the first time since Augustus Cesar, saved us. It is we who 
must learn to understand our neighbors across the seas. Rus- 
sia needs a touch of the steel, but she needs above all the com- 
fort of strong direction and unsentimental sympathy.” 


The Michigan Parochial School Amendment 
Under all the circumstances the vote in favor of an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the State of Michigan, which 
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was everywhere understood to involve the closing down of 
all parochial schools in that State cannot be considered as 
less than a “huge” one. It is the more significant as it may 
be taken as at least one step in the direction of the prediction 
made by Judge Charles F. Amidon, of the U. S. District Court, 
District of North Dakota, on August 19, 1918, in passing a 
sentence of three years imprisonment on the Rev. J. Fontana, 
of New Salem, N. D., for uttering seditious language for the 
purpose of interfering with the Government’s military activi- 
ties. He then said in part: 

“When we get through with this war and civil liberty is 
made safe once more upon this earth there is going to be a 
day of judgment in these United States. Foreign-born citizens 
and the institutions which have cherished foreignness are go- 
ing to be brought to the judgment bar of this Republic. That 
day of judgment looks more to me to-day like the great Day of 
Judgment than anything I have thought of for many years. 
There is going to be a separation on that day of the sheep 
from the goats. Every institution that has been engaged in 
this business of making foreignness perpetual in the United 
States will have to change or cease. That is going to cut 
deep but it is coming.” 


The Vatican Attacks the Y. M. C. A. 

The New York “World” of December 24, 1920, contained 
an Associated Press dispatch from Rome, saying: “The Holy 
Office issued a decree to-day asking Catholic bishops to watch 
‘an organization which, while professing absolute freedom of 
thought in religious matters, instills indifferentism and apos- 
tasy to the Catholic religion in the minds of its adherents.’ 
The decree mentions the Young Men’s Christian Association 
by name, and says it is upheld by many Catholics who do 
not know its real nature, and that it corrupts the faith of 
youth.” 

The “World” editorial on this news item reads thus: “The 
Vatican has been badly advised in its attack on the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, as almost any American Catholic 
could have told it. The American people, regardless of creeds, 
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have generously supported not only the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association but the Knights of Columbus, who are 
Catholic, and the Young Men’s Hebrew Association, which 
is Jewish. They believe in the kind of work that these organi- 
zations are doing, and they have never drawn theological lines 
in sustaining them. 

“When the Vatican, therefore, undertakes to proscribe the 
Young Men’s Christian Association on the ground that many 
Catholics who uphold it ‘do not know its real nature,’ and 
that ‘it corrupts the faith of youth,’ it has raised a religious 
issue that might far better have lain dormant. Surely at this 
time in the history of the world more important things are 
pressing on the Holy Office than a sectarian war against the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, and the sooner it with- 
draws its ban the better.” 


OUR UNPAID DEBT TO THE CATHOLIC PEOPLE. 


It is hardly too much to say that the Protestants of the 
United States and all the English-speaking countries owe their 
enjoyment of not merely all the blessings of salvation and of 
the truths of the evangelical faith to Roman Catholics, but also, 
in no small degree, those civil and religious liberties to which 
the governing body of the Roman Church has always been 
intensely hostile, for very excellent reasons. 

Of these, perhaps, the greatest single item is the Bible in 
the language of the people, and it is sufficient to mention the 
names of Wycliffe and Tyndale in England and of Luther in 
Germany in this connection. 

In view of all the benefits—religious, social, economic and 
political—that have come to those nations that accepted the 
principles of the Reformation and that have in large measure 
woven the philosophy of the New Testament into the fabric 
of their national legislation, it seems very strange that the 
claims of the Roman Catholic peoples upon them for a share 
in the religious benefits flowing from the “open Bible” have 
received so little recognition, and so little effort resulting from 
that recognition. And this seems al] the more odd in view of 
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the amount of money and aggressiveness shown in spreading 
the knowledge of the Scriptures among almost all the other 
peoples on the globe to whom the Word of God was virtually 
unknown—especially during the last hundred years. 

Be those things as they may, the practical question for in- 
dividual Protestant Christians to-day is, How can I help to 
pay this debt now? 


One of the most practical ways is by giving personal testi- 
mony to the extent to which you enjoy your own religious ex- 
perience, and the practical everyday benefits that you have de- 
rived in the past—and obtain to-day—from the teachings and 
the promises of the Scriptures, and from your personal com- 
munion with God in prayer. It is not necessary—or even 
advisable—to discuss abstract questions of doctrine. There is 
no need for you to try to point out the “errors” of their Church. 
What you should aim at is to show that what you KNOW 
about the things of God as they affect your daily life is bet- 
ter than what they BELIEVE in regard to sin, and the sacri- 
fice of Christ on the Cross, the forgiveness of sin, the con- 
sciousness of being reconciled to God, and of His personal in- 
terest in all that concerns you, and your certainty of going to 
be with the Lord when life ceases. As man to man or friend 
to friend, these things may be spoken of quite freely and with- 
out anything approaching any accusations against their 
Church or the ecclesiastical authorities. 

You can always assume that Catholic people wish to please 
God, and that they wish to be freed from the condemnation 
of sin, but their Church never presents to them the Lord 
Jesus as personally interested in them, and as more anxious to 
save and bless them, as individuals, than they are to receive 
blessings at His hands, Like other people, they want to be 
happy, both here and hereafter, and if you can show them the 
way to hdppiness they will at least be impressed by what you 
say, especially if they know that you live out what you say. 

The important thing at the moment is, first, to recognize 
that you owe this debt to them; and if you do that, you will 
not be long in finding some way of paying it in respect of at 
least a few of those Roman Catholics whom you know. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 43 


POPE LEO XIII ON AMERICAN “FREE INSTITU- 
TIONS” 


About a year ago the Rev. James Parker, Ph.D., of Jersey 
City, had a short controversy in the “Jersey [City] Journal” 
with Mr. Eugene Kinkead, of that city, on the proposed gov- 
ernment of Ireland by the Sinn Fein heads in the event of 
the establishment of the so-called “Irish Republic.” In his 
second letter the Doctor referred to the condemnation of all 
forms of “civil and religious liberty,” as that phrase is usu- 
ally understood, by Pope Leo XIII, and also referred to the 
Decree “Ne Temere,” the prohibition of Roman Catholics to 
attend Protestant services, the Index of Forbidden Books 
and the Motu Proprio “Quantavis diligentia” as infringements 
upon the civil and religious rights of the Catholic people 
themselves in Jersey City. He paused for a reply that never 
came, but two other Catholics wrote to the paper expressing 
the hope that Mr. Kinkead would not take the trouble to 
make answer. 


Eight days after the appearance of Dr. Parker’s letter, 
which Mr. Kinkead found it impossible to answer, this letter 
appeared in the “Jersey Journal”: 


“Editor Jersey Journal: Dear Sir—I saw in last night’s 
paper two articles in reference to the argument between 
Mr. Eugene Kinkead and Dr. Parker, and both advise drop- 
ping the argument. Now this may be all right and proper 
in their opinions, but personally, if I may take the liberty to 
express my humble opinion, I would ask Mr. Kinkead to go 
to it and refute with indisputable evidence the charges of this 
Dr. Parker. 

“T have never read the papers cited by this man and I am 
sure they don’t make any such statements as he claims. Why 
is it that every time something of this kind arises nothing 
is said? I truly believe what I have been taught, which is the 
same teaching as Mr. Kinkead, but I am no scholar and am 
therefore not qualified to argue. My blood boils when I see 
intelligent men of our kind refusing to get after those who 


speak ill of us and our teachings. What is the matter with 
them? 
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“Please print this to encourage men like Mr. Kinkead 
to settle for all time people who tell anything they can’t 
back up, and oblige “(Mrs.) Mary J. Emmons.” 


A Very Proper and Reasonable Demand. 

For the information of that lady, and of other Catholics 
who have probably never heard of, much less seen “these 
papers,” we give the following extracts from the Encyclical 
“Immortale Dei” of Pope Leo XIII (1885), taken from “The 
Great Encyclical Letters of Pope Leo XIII:” Translations 
from approved sources, with preface by Rev. John J. Wynne, 
S. J. Benziger Brothers, New York, Printers to the Holy 
Apostolic See. Imprimatur of Archbishop John M. Farley, 
August 4, 1903. Italics ours. 


Roman Catholics who appreciate and believe in the 
American ideas of civil and religious liberty will doubtless 
be somewhat surprised to find Martin Luther presented to 
them in a new light on p. 120 of this book. Pope Leo XIII 
laments “the harmful and lamentable rage for innovation 


which rose to a climax in the sixteenth century”—a striking 
tribute from “infallibility” itself to the Reformation as, prac- 
tically, the source from which have come all the civil and 
religious liberties we possess now; and he then proceeds 
to condemn the institutions of free countries in the form of 
a series of descriptive complaints. 


The Declaration of Independence 

The second paragraph of the Declaration of Independence 
reads thus: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men 
are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that, to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed; that when- 
ever any form of government becomes destructive of these 
ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it.” 
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Pope Leo’s Opinion of This Paragraph. 

From the great Reformation of the sixteenth century as a 
“source” . . . “were wildly conceived and boldly pro- 
claimed the principles and foundation of that new jurisprudence 
which was not merely previously unknown, but was at variance 


on many points with not only the Christian but even with the 
natural law. 


“Among these principles the main one lays down that as all 
men are alike by race and nature, so in like manner all are equal 
in the control of their life; that each one is so far his own 
master as to be in no sense under the rule of any other in- 
dividual ; that each is free to think on every subject just as he 
may choose, and to do whatever he may like to do; that no man 
has any right to rule over other men. In a society grounded 
upon such maxims, all government is nothing more nor less than 
the will of the people, and the people, being under the power of 
itself alone, is alone its own ruler. It does choose nevertheless 
some to whose charge it may commit itself, but in such wise that 
it makes over to them not the right so much as the business of 
governing to be exercised, however, in its name.” 


So much for the Papal view of “government of the people, 
by the people, for the people.” 


Separation of Church and State. 

“Since the populace is declared to contain within itself the 
spring-head of all rights and of all power, it follows that the 
State does not consider itself bound by any kind of duty towards 
God. Moreover, it believes that it is not obliged to make public 
profession of any religion; or to inquire which of the very many 
religions is the only one true; or to prefer one religion to all the 
rest; or to show to any form of religion special favor; but, on 
the contrary, is bound to grant equal rights to every creed. 


Liberty of Conscience and Opinion. 

“And it is a part of this theory that all questions that concern 
religion are to be referred to private judgment; that every one 
is to be free to follow whatever religion he prefers, or none at all 
if he disapprove of all. From this the following consequences 
logically flow: that the judgment of each one’s conscience is in- 
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dependent of all law; that the most unrestrained opinions may 
be openly expressed as to the practice or omission of divine wor- 
ship; and that every one has unbounded license to think what- 
ever he chooses, and to publish abroad whatever he thinks.” 
[Pope Leo’s notions on the topics touched on are evidently 
diametrically opposed to the ideas of the American people. } 


“Unrightful Position” of the Roman Church. 

“Now when the State rests on foundations like those just 
named—and for the time being they are greatly in favor—it read- 
ily appears into what and how unrightful a position the Church 
is driven. For when the management of public business is in 
harmony with doctrines of such a kind, the Catholic religion is 
allowed a standing in civil society equal only, or inferior, to soci- 
eties alien from it; no regard is paid to the laws of the Church, 
and she who, by the order and commission of Jesus Christ, has 
the duty of teaching all nations, finds herself forbidden to take 
any part in the instruction of the people. With reference to 
matters that are of twofold jurisdiction, they who administer the 
civil power lay down the law at their own will, and in matters 
that appertain to religion defiantly put aside the most sacred de- 
crees of the Church. They claim jurisdiction over the marriages 
of Catholics, even over the bond as well as the unity and the in- 
dissolubility of matrimony.” 


Supremacy of the State. 

Proceeding further, on p. 122, we find another accusation 
against governments that deny the right of the Vatican to domi- 
neer over them, or at least to receive favors denied to other re- 
ligious bodies ; we are told: 


“They treat the Church with such arrogance that, rejecting 


entirely her title to the nature and rights of a perfect society,* 
they hold that she differs in no respect from other societies in 


*“The Protestant Magazine,” 3rd Quarter 1909, p. 54, contains a quotation 
from a pamphlet written by the Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone, which throws con- 
siderable light on this apparently harmless phrase, “perfect society.” The 
paragraph reads: 

“Archbishop Manning states that the Chyrch has authority from God to 
correct departures from justice by the use of ‘all its powers.’ The favorite 
mode of conveying this portion of truth—a portion so modest that it loves 
not to be seen—is by stating that the Church is ‘a perfect society.’ ‘The 
Church is a society, complete and perfect in and by itself, and amply sufficing 
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the State, and for this reason possesses no right nor any legal 
power of action, save that which she holds by the concession and 
favor of the government.” 


Liberty of the Press. 


Some of our Roman Catholic friends may be surprised to 
learn, on p. 123, that Pope Leo thinks “the liberty of thinking 
and of publishing whatsoever each one likes, without any hin- 
drance, is not in itself an advantage over which society can 
wisely rejoice.” On the contrary, “it is the fountain-head and 
origin of many evils.” Overleaf the Pope says that “to exclude 
the Church, founded by God himself, from the business of life, 
from the power of making laws, from the training of youth, from 
domestic society, is a grave and fatal error.” The intellectual, 
moral and economic conditions prevailing among many of the im- 
migrants that come to Ellis Island from countries where this 
“grave and fatal error” has not been committed do not furnish 
very strong support to this declaration of Pope Leo XIII. In 
fact, so far from these people forming “a glorious example” that 
the citizens of a land in “grave and fatal error” on these points 


might feel anxious to imitate, they constitute a difficulty even to 
their co-religionists. 


Leaving the ethical and economic results of Roman Catholic- 
ism on one side, and returning to the question of the Mind of the 
Vatican on civil and religious liberty, we read: 

“Doctrines such as these,”* says Pope Leo XIII on p. 125, 
“which cannot be approved by human reason . . . the Roman 
Pontiffs (well aware of what their apostolic office required of 
them) have never allowed to pass uncondemned. Thus Gregory: 
XVI, in his Encyclical Letter Mirari vos, of date August 15, 
1832, inveighed with weighty words against the sophisms which 
even at his time were being publicly inculcated—namely, that no 
preference should be shown for any particular form of worship; 
not only to bring men to salvation and everlasting bliss, but also to establish 
aud perfectly regulate social life among them.’ The Church has been created, 
says Bishop Vaughan, a ‘perfect society or kingdom’ with full authority in 
the triple order, as needful for a perfect kingdom, legislative, judicial and 
coercive. His Metropolitan treats the subject at some length: assures us 
that the members of his communion would not make use of force if they were 
able, but nowhere disclaims the right.” Vide Gladstone, ‘Rome and the Newest 


Fashions in Religion,’ ‘Vaticanism,’ page 76.” 


*That is, those upon which the whole fabric of our government is based. 
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that it is right for individuals to form their own personal judg- 
ments about religion; that each man’s conscience is his sole and 
all-sufficing guide; and that it is lawful for every man to publish 
his own views, whatever they may be, and even to conspire 
against the State. On the question of the separation of Church 
and State the same Pontiff writes as follows: ‘Nor can We 
hope for happier results either for religion or for the civil gov- 
ernment from the wishes of those who desire that the Church be 
separated from the State, and the concord between the secular 
‘and ecclesiastical authority be dissolved. . . . To the like 
effect, also, as occasion presented itself, did Pius IX brand pub- 
licly many false opinions which were gaining ground, and after- 
wards ordered them to be condensed in summary form in order 
that in this sea of error Catholics might have a light which they 
might safely follow.* 


Reiterated Condemnation. 

“From these pronouncements of the Popes it is evident (p. 
126) that the origin of public power is to be sought for in God 
Himself, and not in the multitude, and that it is repugnant to 
reason to allow free scope for sedition. Again, that it is not law- 

ful for the State, any more than for the individual, either to 
disregard all religious duties or to hold in equal favor different 
kinds of religion; that the unrestrained freedom of thinking and 
of openly making known one’s thoughts is not inherent in the 


rights of citizens, and is by no means to be reckoned worthy 
of favor and support. In like manner it is to be understood that 
the Church no less than the State itself is a society perfect in its 
own nature and its own right, and that those who exercise 
sovereignty ought not so to act as to compel the Church to be- 
come subservient or subject to them, or to hamper her liberty in 
the management of her own affairs.” 


*Prop. xix: “The Church is not a true, perfect, and wholly independent 
society, possessing its own unchanging rights conferred upon it by its Divine 
Founder; but it is for the civil power to determine what are the rights of 
the Church, and the limits within which it may use them.” 

Prop. xxxix: “The State as the origin and source of all rights enjoys a 
right that is unlimited.” 

Prop. lv: “The Church must be separated from the State, and the State 
from the Church.” 

Prop. Ixxix: “It is untrue that the civil liberty of every form of wor- 
ship, and the full power given to all of openly and publicly manifesting what- 
soever opinions and thoughts, lead to the more ready corruption of the 
minds and morals of the people, and to the spread of the plague of re- 
ligious indifference.” 
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“Reigning” Pope to Do All Thinking for His “Subjects.” 

Having now a fairly clear idea as to the Papal Mind on Amer- 
ican ideals, we proceed to quote the Pope’s instructions to his 
“subjects” in this land: 

“If in the difficult times in which our lot is cast, Catholics will 
give ear to Us, as it behooves them to do, they will readily see 
what are the duties of each one in matters of opinion as well as 
action (p. 129).” And then comes this astounding command, 
clothed with all the power of an “infallible” ex cathedra pro- 
nouncement “touching faith and morals” ; 

“As regards opinion, whatever the Roman Pontiffs have 
hitherto taught, or shall hereafter teach, must be held with a firm 
grasp of mind, and, so often as occasion requires, must be openly 
professed.” 

Catholics to Introduce Effectual Measures. 


“All, moreover (p. 130) are bound to love the Church as 
their common mother, to obey her laws, promote her honor, de- 
fend her rights, and to endeavor to make her respected and loved 
by those over whom they have authority. It is also of great mo- 
ment to the public welfare to take a prudent part in the business 
of municipal administration, and to endeavor above all to in- 
troduce effectual measures, so that, as becomes a Christian people, 
public provision may be made for the instruction of youth in re- 

jion and true morality.” On p. 131 we read: 

“It follows therefore clearly that Catholics have just reasons 
for taking part in the conduct of public affairs. For in so doing 
they assume not the responsibility of approving what is blame- 
worthy in the actual methods of government, but seek to turn 
these very methods, so far as is possible, to the genuine and true 
public good, and to use their best endeavors at the same time to 
infuse, as it were, into all the veins of the State the healthy sap 
and blood of Christian wisdom and virtue.” 


The Papal Command to Roman Catholics. 


The Mind of the Papacy with regard to the action of Roman 
Catholics in all elections is to be found on p. 132: 
“First and foremost it is the duty of all Catholics worthy of 
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the name and wishful to be known as most loving children of the 
Church, to reject without swerving whatever is inconsistent with 
so fair a title; to make use of popular institutions, so far as can 
honestly be done, for the advancement of truth and righteous- 
ness; to strive that liberty of action shall not transgress the 
bounds marked out by nature and the law of God; to endeavor 
to bring back all civil society to the pattern and form of Chris- 
tianity which We have described.”* 


{The foregoing passages have been carefully compared with a copy of th: 
book.] 


A CALL FOR SYMPATHY. 


In our January issue we quoted in the article “Lord Mayor 
MacSwiney in Heaven,” a notice from the “Jersey [City] 
Journal” of a Mass for the soul of a young lady whose mothe: 


described herself as “heart-broken.” In the issue of the same 


paper for January 31, appeared this notice concerning the same 
young lady: 


FERGUSON—Requiem mass for the happy repose 
of the soul of Miss Mary Honora Ferguson 
(Honey), at our Lady of Victories Church, Tues- 
day morning, February 1, at 8 o’clock. 

My sweet Mazzie, darling, 
Fondly loved and sadly missed. 


A Heartbroken Mother. 


Surely no Protestant parents who have had children wh: 
“have gone on before” and who have realized in their own 
experience the presence and power of the Holy Spirit—the 
Great Comforter—in the hour of bereavement, can read such 
a notice without sympathy for this mother. And this sym- 
pathy should lead to a determination to use all possible oppor- 
tunities in their power to tell their Roman Catholic neighbors 
and friends where and how grace is to be found sufficient for 
every hour of need. 


*“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or 
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti 
tion the Government for a redress of grievances.”—Article I of Amend 
nents to the Constitution of the United States. 
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THE POPE AND THE NET. 
What, he on whom our voices unanimously ran, 
Made Pope at our last Conclave? Full low his life began: 
His father earned the daily bread as just a fisherman. 


So much the more his boy minds book, gives proof of mother- 
wit, 

Becomes first Deacon, and then Priest, then Bishop: see him 
sit 

No less than Cardinal erelong, while no one cries “Unfit!” 


But some one smirks, some other smiles, jogs elbows and nods 
head: 

Each winks at each: “ ’I-faith, a rise! Saint Peter’s net, instead 

Of sword and keys, is come in vogue!” You think he blushes 
red? 


Not he, of humble holy heart! “Unworthy me!” he sighs: 
“From fisher’s drudge to Church’s prince—it is indeed a rise: 
So, here’s my way to keep the fact forever in my eyes!” 


And straightway in his palace-hall, where commonly is set 
Some coat-of-arms, some portraiture ancestral, lo, we met 
His mean estate’s reminder in his fisher-father’s net! 


Which step conciliates all and some, stops cavil in a trice: 

“The humble holy heart that holds of new-born pride no spice! 

He’s just the saint to choose for Pope!” Each adds, “’Tis 
my advice.” 


So, Pope he was: and when we flocked—its sacred slipper on— 
To kiss his foot, we lifted eyes, alack the thing was gone— 
That guarantee of lowlihead,—eclipsed that star which shone! 


Each eyed his fellow, and all kept silence. I cried, “Pish!” 
I'll make me spokesman for the rest, express the common wish. 
‘Why, Father, is the net removed?” “Son, it hath caught the 


fish.” 


Rosert Browninoc, in “Asolando.” 
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The Gospel in the Douay (Catholic) Bible 


fh 


The copy of the Bouay Bible used here was 
published by John Murphy Company, Publish- 
ers, Baltimore, New York, Printers to the Boly 
See. 3t bears the “Approbation” of Cardinal 
Gibbous, dated “Baltimore, Sept. 1, 1899,” in 
which His Eminence describes it as “an accurate 
reprint of the Rheims and Douay edition.” 


“Search the Scriptures, for you think 
iu them to haue life everlasting; and the 
same are they that give testimony of me.”— 
Zahn », 39. 


A Promise For You For 1921.* 

The Angel of the Lord shall encamp round about them 
that fear him: and shall geliver them.—Psalm xxxiii, 8. 

There are few people, in any walk of life, who are not 
looking forward into the year 1921, without a measure of ap- 
prehension, if not actual fear. 

While it has always been true that nobody knows what 
the future may hold for him or her, it may well be doubted 
if anybody now living can remember any New Year when 
there was such a widespread feeling of instability and sense 
of insecurity in regard to all human affairs, from those of 





* Crowded out of the January issue. 
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mighty nations to those of the humblest individual. And this 
in all countries as well as our own. 

It is in seasons such as this that a man’s spiritual experi- 
ence and his personal relationship to God become of over- 
whelming importance, because with God—and Him alone— 
any man constitutes a powerful majority against all that may 
be against him, while without the consciousness of the Divine 
presence and support the strongest human organization and 
the wisest and most loyal friends may only furnish additional 
examples of the weakness and changeableness of all earthly 
things. 

The text quoted above was written for the consolation 
and encouragement of all who are on friendly terms with 
God, who have been “reconciled to God by the Cross” 
(Ephesians ii, 16) and who understand by experience what 
St. Paul meant when he wrote (Romans viii, 16) “the Spirit 
himself giveth testimony to our spirit, that we are the sons 
of God.” These are the people whom the Psalmist David 
describes as “them that fear him [the Lord].” 

The Old Testament abounds with promises for such days 
as these, for example. 

Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, and called thee by thy 
name: thou art mine. 

When thou shalt pass through the waters, I will be with 
thee, and the rivers shall not cover thee: when thou shalt 
walk in fire, thou shalt not be burnt, and the flames shall not 
burn in thee: 

For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy 
Saviour.—Isaias xliii, 1-3. 

Fear not, for I am with thee.—Isaias xliii, 5. 

Say to the fainthearted: Take courage, and fear not.— 
Isaias xxxv, 4. 

And in the New Testament we read: 

The very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not 
therefore: you are of more value than many sparrows.— 
Luke xii, 7. 

I am with you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world.—Matthew xxviii, 20. 
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All these texts—and these are only samples of many 
others—go to show the love that God has for all who have 
by faith accepted their interest in the atonement wrought 
by Jesus Christ on the Cross for their sins; and they also 
set forth His desire that they shall live in perfect peace of 
heart and soul amid the most stormy surroundings and in 
circumstances when the hearts of those who know Him not 
may well fail them for fear when God’s judgments are abroad 
in the earth, as they have been during the last six years. 

Many people live in dread of God as an almighty Deity 
against whom they have sinned, and against whose Divine 
laws their lives have been one long series of rebellious deeds. 
Such people do well so to feel, for out of Christ, and to those 
who have not been reconciled to Him through the death of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who died for their sins, 
that they might escape the wrath of God, He is a consuming 
fire (Hebrews xii, 29). 

This is not, however, God’s will for any man, for the 
Apostle John tells us (iii, 16, 17): 

God so loved the world as to give his only begotten Son: 
that whosoever believeth in Him may not perish, but may 
have life everlasting. 

For God sent not his Son into the world to judge the 
world, but that the world may be saved by Him. 

If, dear reader, you do not feel that you have been recon- 
ciled to God through the death of Jesus Christ: if you have 
not the consciousness that you have indeed passed from death 
unto life, the way to enter upon that life is very simple. 
That does not, however, necessarily mean that is easy. In 
many individual cases it is very difficult, because it may in- 
volve the separation from things that are very dear to flesh 
and blood—perhaps, in some instances, part or all cf the 
means of livelihood, because while Jesus came to save people 
FROM their sins, He did not come to save them IN their 
sins. Your part is to abandon, once and for all, everything 
that to your mind and heart as revealed to you by the Holy 
Spirit of God, is sin. 

A striking example of this kind is recorded in the Acts 
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xvi, 27-34—the case of the keeper of the prison at Philippi, in 
which Paul and Silas were confined. When he asked the 
apostles, “What must I do that I may be saved?” They re- 
plied: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved.” 

Now, to comply with this requirement was a very seri- 
ous matter for a man occupying his position. Philippi was a 
Roman colony, and was governed from Rome. At certain 
times of the year, on official occasions acts had to be per- 
formed that closely approached paying divine honors to the 
Emperor. More than that, in the Roman mind, Jesus of 
Nazareth was merely a constructive rebel against the Im- 
perial Government in that he had suffered death as a criminal 
for attempting to establish a Kingdom of his own in a 
conquered province that had been won by the Roman arms. 
Further, the followers of this Jewish teacher (who had been 
handed over to the Roman authorities by the high priests of 
his own people) believed in the ridiculous fable that he had 
risen from the dead—which was foolishness to the Roman 
intellectual mind: and these people were everywhere re- 
garded as more or less enemies of the State. 

There was, therefore, far more than the mere intellectual 
adoption of a different code of ethics or the exchange of one 
system of philosophy for another. In his case, however, he 
was like the merchant spoken of by our Lord in one of His 
parables in that he was willing to sell all that he had in 
order to purchase a “pearl of great price” (Matthew xiii, 46). 


That pearl of great price is of as much value to anyone to- 
day as it was to that prison keeper at Philippi, who in all 
probability had to find a different occupation from that in 
which the apostles found him. 


Should there be any obstacle in the way of your qualifying 
for the enjoyment of the constant protection of the angel of 
the Lord promised in the text first quoted, count everything 
but loss that you may obtain it, and having claimed it, live 
this year and all your coming years, in the enjoyment of it. 
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THE “PAROCHIAL SCHOOL” VOTE IN MICHIGAN 


“The proposed amendment to Article XI of the Consti- 
tution to be submitted to the electors at the election held on 
Tuesday, November 2, 1920, is as follows: 

“Section 16. All residents of the State of Michigan, 
between the ages of five years and sixteen years, shall 
attend the public school in their respective districts until 
they have graduated from the eighth grade; Provided, 
That in districts where the grades do not reach the eighth, 
then all persons herein described in such district shall 
complete the course taught therein. 

“Section 17. The legislature shall enact all necessary 
legislation to render section sixteen effective.” 

The effect of this proposed amendment, if adopted, 
will be to compel all residents of the State of Michigan 
between the ages of five years and sixteen years to attend 
the public schools in their respective districts until they 
have graduated from the eighth grade, and to require the 
legislature to enact legislation rendering effective the 
provisions contained in section sixteen. 

The foregoing is an exact copy of the enclosure kindly 
and promptly sent by Mr. Charles S. Pierce, Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, Lansing, Mich., in reply to a 
request for a copy of this Amendment to the Constitution of 
that State, which received no less than some 250,000 votes 
on Election Day, although that figure only formed about five- 
fourteenths of the votes cast. 

An editorial comment on this vote in the Brooklyn 
“Tablet,” Nov. 13, 1920, contained the following passage: 

“Although the amendment to abolish private schools was 
a slur on religious liberty, an un-American measure put forth 
by brewers of bigotry; although the candidates of both 
political parties and men in public office from the Governor 
down denounced it; although nearly every newspaper 
fought it; although it would not only destroy liberty but 
increase the tax rate tremendously, prohibiting many chil- 
dren from getting an education; although the Lutherans and 
the Dutch Reformed Church, which makes up about 40 per 
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cent. of the population of Grand Rapids alone—were as united 
against it as the Catholics, and although the Catholics of the 
State spent several hundred thousand dollars to defeat it; 
yet in spite of all this over 200,000 people voted to close the 
doors of every Catholic school! Michigan is not noted for 
its bigotry, and men like Bishop Gallagher spared no means 
to insure victory, and yet see how many votes the rotten 
amendment got! That a large number of people voted in 
ignorance of the real purpose of the amendment, and that 
many voted “Yes,” thinking they were sustaining the pri- 
vate schools, there is no doubt, but that there should be so 
many foes of the principles upon which the stability of the 
Republic rests is, indeed, stupefying. 

“Let no Catholic be lulled into a false security by the 
Michigan result. You may take this statement to heart, 
which was given out by James Hamilton, the father of this 
amendment, the night before the election, when he saw defeat 
coming: ‘Remember, it is only an-infant, four years old, 
and when you vote again you will have other States voting 
on the same question with you.’” 

This issue of the “Tablet” gives much space to the im- 
posing demonstration carried out with all the characteristic 
skill of the Roman Church in its “stage management” of such 
affairs on the Sunday before the election. We are told, 
among other things: 

“More than 100,000 Catholic men, women and children 
marched for two and a half hours in a procession through the 
streets of Detroit to Navin Park, where they attended a field 
Mass, and heard a sermon by Bishop Gallagher. The Chief 
of Police of Detroit estimated that this Catholic .demonstra- 
tion was witnessed by 300,000 spectators. It was the great- 
est aggregation of people he had ever seen in Detroit. 


Fifteen Hundred Nuns 


“In the procession were 1,500 nuns, who rode in automo- 
biles; members of Catholic religious and fraternal organiza- 
tions, including negroes of the St. Peter Claver Society, prom- 
inent Catholic men and women, and thousands of little chil- 
dren of the parochial schools. Bishop Gallagher marched 
with them. As the stream of humanity, with 70,000 Ameri- 
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can flags and Catholic banners fluttering over its whole 
length, flowed along Woodward Avenue and Washington 
Boulevard, it kept time to the music of ‘Onward, Christian 
Soldiers.’ 

“Many Protestants were among the contingent of former 
soldiers, sailors and marines in the procession. Major John 


Faust, in full uniform, was one of these Protestant co-work- 
ers in the cause of justice. . 


A Brilliant Function 

“At the park the black-garbed Sisters of the Diocese filled 
the lower boxes in the field. The white coronets of the Sis- 
ters of Charity glistened in the sun, the sombre garb of the 
nuns adding a touch unusual of the surroundings. The 
children recited the Rosary until the bugler sounded the 
‘Church Call.’ As the beautiful music was carried by the 
zephyrs over the field, the low murmurings of the street 
were suddenly hushed. A silence fell over the people. The 
lights of the candles flickering in the wind, the glint of the 
golden crucifix, the yellow of the blooms at the altar, the 
green and gold vestments, the colors flying, presented a scene 
never to be forgotten. 

“A wandering shaft of sunlight caught Father Dunnigan 
in its rosy tide of color, his vestments threw back the sun’s 
rays in a spray of green and gold and crimson that flooded 
the field and its warm glow and silhouetted the kneeling fig- 
ure of the Bishop, over whose purple robes a soldier had 
thoughtfully placed a black cloak. 

“It was the hour of Consecration. The bugler again took 
his place at the foot of the altar, and it seemed as though, 
in a far-away place, a sound of distant music throbbed and 
trembled, now with a note of triumph, and again as though 
the prayers of the multitude were consecrated in the breath 
of a mighty organ. 


“The drawn swords of the Knights glistened like diamonds 
—and the Mass was over.” 


The first paragraph of an editorial in the Jersey City Jour- 
nal of Jan. 6, 1921, reads thus: 


“The action of some five hundred Bayonne residents in 
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submitting a petition to Mayor Axford asking that the per- 
sonnel of the Board of Education be so arranged as to give 
Catholics and Protestants equal representation in that body 
is the outer indication of a bitter controversy that has been 
going on under the surface for some time past.” 

The Brooklyn “Tablet,” Jan. 7, 1921, contained a Baltimore 
despatch, which said: 

“Members of the Baltimore Conference of the Lutheran 
Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and other States, have unanimously 
adopted a resolution declaring that proposals to abolish or 
‘interdenominationalize’ religious schools are ‘un-Christian, 
unchurchly and impractical—an unworthy and useless scheme 
preached by those who wander in the darkness as to what 
the Church really is, what true unity of faith and Christian 
liberty mean, and who have no true understanding or appreci- 
ation of the great blessings of American liberty.’ 

“Occasion for the resolution was furnished yesterday by 
the proposal of the Rev. Dr. Peter Ainslee, pastor of the 
Christian Temple, Baltimore, to discontinue all schools now 


conducted under religious auspices, and control, unless they 
can be ‘interdenominationalized.’ ” 


Religious faith in that age did not appear to the Englisn 
mind to be inconsistent with the piracy which that nation 
carried on along the shores of South America. The leader 
of the squad that landed at Coquimbo from Drake’s ship in 
1578 was killed, and his body left by his companions on 
shore. The Spaniards found in the breast pocket of the dead 
man a book with many marginal quotations from the Bible, 
and this was taken by the corregidor and solemnly burned. 

In fact, the really grave offence committed by the English 
pirates was not “their coming to disturb the peace and com- 
merce of the Spanish colonies, but the influence they exerted 
in spreading the ideas which they had brought with them” 
(Medina, “Inquisicién en Chile,” i, 355-9). “The Spanish 
Dependencies in South America.” Bernard Moses, Ph.D., 
vol. I, p. 371. 
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MAKING A. P. A.s IN AUSTRALIA 


A Melbourne despatch to a Boston daily, in its issue of 
December 3, 1920, says that the Victorian Protestant Fed- 
eration had recently answered an attack made by Dr. Phelan, 
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Sale, upon prohibition, and 
the use of the Bible in the State schools. The Federation said: 

“In view of the approaching State elections, the advisory 
board issues the following expression of the ideals and objects 
of the Victorian Protestant Federation. Recognizing that 
systematic and bitter attacks have been made upon the unity 
and integrity of the Empire by leaders of Sinn Fein and 
representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, who during 
the war sought to prevent recruiting, and so to bring defeat 
to the Allies, and who since then have sought to promote 
disruption and division in Australia, we emphasize the neces- 
sity for a vote that shall ring true to the loftiest sentiments 
of loyalty to the nation. It is impossible to state too strongly 
the importance of returning men to Parliament whose loyalty 
and devotion to the Empire are absolutely beyond question. 

“Inasmuch as our national schools provide an excellent 
means of fostering the true Australian spirit by bringing 
together children of all creeds and classes, and so cultivating 
the sentiment of fellowship and patriotism among them, dis- 
tinguished from separate sectarian schools, where contrary 
results are realized, we affirm our hearty support to the State 
school system as established in our midst. A separate grant, 
as sought by Roman Catholics, involves, logically, the de- 
struction of that system, and a return to denominational 
schools, a result that the people of Victoria do not desire.” 

The evangelical Christians of Australia and the United 
States and Great Britain are now reaping the harvest of their 
own indifference—and that of their forefathers—to the spirit- 
ual needs of their Roman Catholic friends and neighbors and 
employees. If any considerable percentage of them had in 
years gone by in their several communities put forth as much 
effort for the evangelization of the Catholic people as they 
did for the spiritual welfare of other people, who were strang- 
ers to the power of Christ to save from their sins they would 


not now be experiencing the present difficulties caused by the 
activities of the Roman hierarchy in the political world. 
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POPE BENEDICT XV AND NEW YORK CATHOLICS 

The “New York Times” of February 4 contained a 
lengthy despatch from Rome concerning the arrival there of 
Archbishop Hayes, which contained a paragraph in which was 
the following significant sentence: (italics ours): 

“The Pontiff has instructed all the ecclesiastical depart- 
ments to hasten the solution of questions concerning New 
York or in which Archbishop Hayes is interested; at the 
same time the Pope asked for a dossier containing all papers 
regarding the See of New York since Mgr. Hayes was ap- 
pointed Archbishop, including the anti-English flag disturb- 
ance in front of the Union Club. The Pontiff desires to talk 
over all these questions and the general situation with the 
Archbishop so as to agree as to the policy to be followed 
in similar cases in the future. 

“There is no doubt that the Jrish question, as it affects 
Catholics in New York, will be one of the most important sub- 
jects discussed between his Holiness and Archbishop Hayes, 
the former looking favorably on the accomplishment of Irish 
aspirations but condemning acts of violence.” 

Of all the State Departments in the world, there is not 
one that so thoroughly knows its own mind in regard to 
every nation on earth, possesses such an experienced and 
efficient personnel, or has such a reservoir of accurate, up- 
to-date information on all possible subjects in which it is 
interested upon which to draw as that of which Cardinal 
Gasparri is the head. 

This being so, we may assume that the reactions of the 
Sinn Fein agitation upon the general American public re- 
ferred to in the letter to the Union Club Catholics from the 
New World Men’s League of the Second U. P. Church in 
Jersey City have not escaped the watchful eyes of the Vatican 
officials, and it may well be that they, with their larger vision, 
took a somewhat different view of the letter of those Catho- 
lics to Archbishop Hayes than did that dignitary himself. 
They very likely began to wonder how many more Catholics 
in how many more cities felt as did these New Yorkers. 
The sending of that Union Club letter to the Archbishop 
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—and also to the press—was a bold step for any group of 
Catholic ladies and gentlemen to take; and it was that ele- 
ment rather than the content of the communication itself 
that would be likely to attract their attention. 

Nor could the Archbishop’s reply to these Catholics be 
termed in any way felicitous. Under the same circum- 
stances it is doubtful whether the late Cardinal Farley would 
have used the language of the following paragraphs which 
formed the beginning of the letter. The general tenor of 
the whole document would probably have been the same, but 
its language would, we are sure, have been very different. 
We also greatly doubt whether Archbishop Mundelein, of 
Chicago, or Archbishop Glennon, of St. Louis, would have 
addressed any Catholics under their jurisdiction in any such 
fashion: 

“*The Archbishop of New York has neither apology to 
make nor regret to express to a very small group of Catho- 
lics who, in violation of the most elementary rules of ordi- 
nary politeness among well-bred people, have seen fit to 
address him through the medium of the public press. 

“Church Bolshevism.” 7 

“*While most willing to pardon this lack of good breed- 
ing, | cannot overlook the more serious breach of Catholic 
etiquette and discipline. These ill-advised people are guilty 
of as nice a piece of church Bolshevism as I ever expect to 
look upon again. The disorder of the crowd on Thanks- 
giving Day before the Union League Club was a serious 
breach of the law of the land; the protest to the head of the 
Diocese, through the medium of the public press, on the part 
of a few Catholics, most of whom I, though Archbishop, 
never heard of before, is a serious breach of the law of the 
Church, which fixes in her canons the proper procedure for 
complaint or protest in church matters. 


““Meddlers and Muddlers” 


““T am slow to believe that all the signers of the letter 
fully appreciate the awkward position of ignorance of the 
fundamentals of Catholic principle and practise they have 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 63 


been placed in by the inspirer of the protest, a well-known 
meddler and muddler, whose joy in life seems to be ‘the whirl- 
pool of petulant anger,’ with a rush to the press on the slight- 
est provocation.’ ” 

Pope Benedict is very naturally interested in the Catho- 
lics of New York City—and of other American cities, and 
will doubtless inquire as to what knowledge, if any, the Arch- 
bishop has as to the real effect of the letter upon the large body of 
Catholics who do not write either to the Archbishop or the 
papers about the affairs of their Church, but who may pos- 
sibly be doing some considerable thinking, just the same. 
The interest of the Vatican in Irish affairs in no way lessens 
its concern in the welfare of the whole Church throughout 
this country; and it is possible that the subserviency of poli- 
ticlans in Congress and the State Legislatures to priestly 
influence may, under certain circumstances, prove of dubious 
value if it wakens “sleeping dogs” in various spheres of social 
and political activity. Such an episode as the vote in Michi- 
gan with regard to parochial schools—and its accompanying 
circumstances—must have attracted considerable attention in 
the State Department, and if Archbishop Hayes has any infor- 
mation as to the underlying reasons to add to what is known 


there, he will doubtless have had ere this an opportunity to 


impart it. But it would certainly seem as if the letter of the 
Union Club Catholics had not only reached the Archbishop 
of New York, but the Roman Curia itself. 


[nd perhaps that was the real target at which it was aimed 


The Revised Mandarin Bible, which has recently been 
completed by the American Bible Society, is said to go to 
more human beings than any other translation. Several 
hours were spent on each verse—and there are 33,173 verses 
in the Bible. One member of the translation committee did 
not have a furlough from the task for twenty years. This 
new version has been printed in China. That it has had 
such a wide circulation must indeed be a satisfaction to those 
who gave so much time to the task. 





Do You ENJOY Your RELIGION ? 


If you don’t, you either have not got the right sort, or you have not 
enough of it. 


“An unhappy Catholic is not a good Catholic. And why are there 
so many unhappy Catholics? I cannot tell you, but because there 
are so many unhappy Catholics the Church is paralyzed. Catholicity 
has no power.”—“Western Watchman,” St. Louis, Dec. 22, 1918. 

Jesus Curist said: 


These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 
and your joy may be filled—John xv, 11. 


Your joy no man shall take from you.—John xvi, 22. 
Hitherto you have not asked anything in my name. Ask, and you 
shall receive; that your joy may be full—John xvi, 24. 
THe BLessep VircIn said: 
My spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour—Luke iii, 47. 
St. Peter said: 


Whom [Jesus] having not seen, you love: in whom also now, 
though you see him not, you believe: and believing shall rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and glorified.—I Peter i, 8. 


St. Paut said: 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice —Philippians iv, 4. 


If you want to enjoy your religion: 


1. Go to Jesus Himself direct, without asking the aid of the Virgin 
Mary or any saints or apostles or angels or anybody else. 


Him that cometh to me, I will not cast out—John vi, 37. 


2. Go, repenting of all past sin, abandoning to the full extent of 
the will power all that your individual conscience tells you is sin, and 
believing that Jesus has power to keep you from sin in the future as 
well as to forgive all past transgressions. 


Take away the evil of your devices from my eyes: cease to do 
perversely. Learn to do well—tsaias i, 16, 17. 


3. Having filled these two conditions believe that the Saviour is 
as good as His word, and that He does, there and then, give you 
forgiveness for all the sins of the past, and that He delivers you, then 
and there, from the power of sin, so that it shall no more have do- 
minion over you. 


Then go on to walk by faith in the fulfilment of the promise of Christ, 
whether any feeling comes to you or not. You are saved by faith, not by 
feeling, and it will only be a question of time before you will enjoy the 
experience of Romans viii, 16: 


The Spirit himself giveth testimony to our spirit, that we are the 
sons of God. 


(All these texts are from the Catholic Bible.) 





